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A Sephardic Siren
s Set to Entrance
At LBl Foundation

Sarah Atceste a Lading, Not Lating Queen

arah Arceste may be the reign-
S ing queen of Ladino music in
America

Ladies and gentlemen, we kinow
what youre thinking — how did the
copy editor miss that one” The writer
surely meant Lating music,

Mo, Ladine would indeed be
carrect.

O, we know what you're think-
g again — what the hell 12 Lading
e ?

Well, it's sort of related wo Lating
music, in the Mediterranean sense of
Latin. This 15 getting comphicated
izn't itT Perhaps a short history lesson
is im order

In 1492 Columbus, of course,
saled the ocean blue. That same busy
vear the very king who financed his
vorpaee, Ferdinand 11, also expelled all
Jews from Spain.

The displaced Jews mamnly settled
along the Mediterranean coast and
Morth Africa. They cniginally spoke
medieval Castilian Spanizh bur over
the centuries developed a slang that
also borrowed vocabulary from
Hebrew and from the Greeks, Tuarks,
ltalians, French and Portuguese
Think Yuddish — a Germanic lainguage

written 1 the Hebrew alphabet that
gradually picked up many words
of Slavic origin, Lading is a sont of
mouthern European egquivalant.

Tust a5 the Azhkenazi Jews sumul-
taneonsly developed their own genre
of mugic = klezmer = while evolving
Yiddish, the Ladino speaking Sep-
hardic Jews gradually created a nch
musie of their cam. It was based on
Spanizh rhahims and then, over the
centuries, layered with the native no-
ances of countries such as Turkey and
Cireece. The result 15 a much more ro-
mantic sound than klezmer (oh, those
hot-blooded Mediterranean tvpes),

Aroeste has taken vet another
step. She has strong Lading roots,
with her ancestors originally calling
Spain hame amnd then emigrating 1o
Cireece. But her erandparents eventu-
ally crossed the Atlantic and the singer
wias born in the USA, Although she
wanis i pay homage w her herifags,
she also wants to make the fraditional
mu=ie palatable to young Americans.
S0 she mixes in New World ele-
ments, Heres what Tlhe Jewish Besk
of Greater Mew York said about her
show back in 2003:

“With a bare nudnff and gyrating

ECLECTIC, ELECTRIC: The Sarah Arowve Bang Wends e old and ihe new

hips, Sarah Aroeste performs jazz
and rock blended into favorites from
her Sephardie repertoire. ... 'I'm

not irying o promote sexy visions,”

Aroeste, a classically rained vocal-
158, smid. “But the music s incredibly
romanie and intoxicating.” Romantic
and intoxicating? “Jewish music” nsu-
ally brings to mind melodies either
Iiturgical or lively, but not exactly

gexy, Ladine music i3 ‘alluring and
sensual and can be appreciated in that
wiy,” sl Aroeste.

The Princeton-raised Yale gradu-
ate decided o make a crossover La-
ding CI {she now has two under her
belt) afier hearing klezmer musicians
who were making their cwn attempt
i stretch their musical wings, Folks
like John Zorn and Frank London
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Sarah Aroeste
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as a classical musician for 10 years and per-
formed as such renowned venues as the Tangle-
wiooil Music Festival and the 1sraz] Yocal Ans
Institute. Then there's acoustic guitanist and
pianist Yoel Ben-Simhbon, who has an MFA in
musie composition from Hunter College, Eleg-
tric guitarist Yaron Eilam was born in lzrael, as
was percussionist Liron Peled and Spanish gui-
tanst Dan Madel. Bass player Emimanoe! AMann,
on the ather hand, was born i France and split
his time since between [srael and Mew York. In
other words, a truly international cast.

Last summer’s show by Melson was nothing
short of amazing. If the Sarah Arceste Band is
anywhere near as good the crowd is in for an
electric (forget eclectic] evening.

=arah Arceste and her band will perform on
Sunday, June 24 at 7 pme at the Long Beach

Island Foundation for the Arts and Sciences
located at 120 Long Beach Blvd. in Loveladies,
Call the Jewish Comanunity Center at 49220090
to purchase tickets.
— Rick Mellerup
Hokmelleripiathesandpaper ey

Suprliod Flole
and conld very well be the future,

were performing muysic that Aroeste
said “was primarily klezmer, bu
ol exclusive 1o it That got her fo
thinking.

Most people working in Lading,
she told Tihe fewish Beek, were “either
people considerably older, or they are
only performing in very fraditional
folk style” Aroeste instead wanted
o “create a style that 1 felt could
represent me and that my peers could
also relate o

What a mix 1t 15! Cn her CDs you
can hear her band playing insiru-
ments such as the oud {a Middle
Eastern form of lute), darbuka (a
eoblet shaped hand drum) and rigg
{a tambourime popular i Arabic
mzic} as well as electric guitars and
electromic drums. Perfect, really. for a
woman whose last name means “from
the west.”

“I see what I'modoing as presery-
ing the culture for a new generafion,”
she told The Sewizsh Week when asked
if the criticizm of Ladmmg conserva-
tives might upset her,

Forget the conservalive critics
Let’s see what “happer”™ publications
a1 about Arceste and her band:

“Ethmni¢ eclecticizm from a suliry
warbler of Greek ancestry,” aaid the
Fillage Foiee, “The next time you find
vourself picking between Mew York's
eclectic offering, find a show by Sarah
Arpeste” zaid the New Fork Bluepring
“A fine and promising debut release
by a young American singer explor-
ing Sephardic music in the modern
waorld” offered 5 ROOTE o

Ecledic seems 0 by a key word
of the reviews, doesn't it? That's all
night — the Jewish Community Center
of Long Beach Izsland iz becoming
accustomed to sponsoring eclectic
concerts. Last vear the center hosted
a concert by Joshua MNelson, the sen-
zational creator of “Kosher Gospel”
— let’s face it, you can't get much
miore eclectic than that. But Aroeste,
it sEEms, 15 going to iy,

Why, just ook at the lineup of the
Sarah Arceste Band, As the name im-
plies, it feptures Aroesie, who trained
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